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A retrospective study of the 2008 huge disaster by low temperature,
snow and ice in South China
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In the binning of 2008, a sudden huge disaster caused by low-temperature, snow
and ice attacked almost a half of China, involving 20 provinces and regions in the
south.In particular a large area of forests was seriously dam aged, for which it
would take 10~20 years to recover interruption of transportation and shortage of
electric power, water and coal in many urban and rural areas posed great impact
upon the economy and daily life of people.Inview of historical records, such a
huge disaster seems to be an event of small probability, with recurrence every 50
to 100 years.Nevertheless, it occurred in a global background that the natural
environment has been changing rapidly, especially the average temperature has
been steadily risen up, and extreme climate events occur increasingly.Besides,
this climate catastrophe in south and the social responses to it should give

usmore lessons.|t must be fully recognized that the capability of disaster
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prevention of our country is not yet adequate and cannot match the high-speed
development of the economy.The research and im plementation of emergent
schemes and material reservation for relief should be strengthened
greatly.Efforts of disaster reduction should be improved based on regional
features and new conditions.It is most crucial that as soon as an unexpected
natural disaster happens, an authorized emergent direction system of high
levermust be established to ensure the relief and reconstruction to be

proceeded more efficiently.
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