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China to Learn from the international “City Beautiful Movement” (A)

YU Kongiian JI Qingping

Abstract: It is a tragedy that people do not learn from history. The “city beautiful”, or more correctly, “city
cosmetic” campaign now seen all over China, is an old version of civic design and development movement that the
western world, especially the United States experienced more than 100 years ago. Unfortunately, the expensive
lessons from the western world are not well appreciated here in this country. The “civic center” fever and “grand
avenue fever” are now causing and may cause a lot problems in Chinese cities. This paper calls for a correct steer
of the “city beautiful movement” in China so that less tragedies may happen in Chinese cities.
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