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A Theory for the Origin and Type of the East
Orientation in Ancient Architecture

LV Yan-hang, ZHANG Yu-kun

(School of Architecture, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China)

Abstract: The East is an important orientation in the ancient culture and architecture, and the idea of respecting the East has
been for quite a long time. During the progress of forming original space — time concept in early times, the concept of the East was
first born in the alternation of day and night, and the real East came from sunlight — shade space —time measurement. Meanwhile,
as the first orientation, the astronomical phenomenon and space — time measuring theory related with the East have much impact on
the orientation of early buildings. Therefore, in order to explain the relationship between the East and architecture, this paper col-
lects and classifies the orientation mode in the historical building relics, in order to explore the discipline of ancient buildings”orien-
tation concept, rediscovering the effect of the original space —time concept and the application of space —time measuring technolo-
gy, and to understand the special place of the ancient astronomy in architecture design.

Key words: the east worship;original space — time concept ;sunlight — shade technology ; building orientation ; orientation

types
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