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Germany seeks 13 suspected CIA agents
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[ #5% ] February 1, 2007, BERLIN - German prosecutors said Wednesday that they have issued arrest warrants for 13 suspected CIA agentswho
allegedly abducted a German citizen in an apparent anti-terrorist operation . inthe latest getol of
terror suspects.

[ il ] CIA agentsianti-terrorist

February 1, 2007,BERLIN -
German prosecutors seid Wednesday that they have issued arrest warrants for 13 suspected CIA agents who allegedly abducted a German citizen in an apparent anti
~terrorist operation gone wrong, in the latest European legal challenge to US treatment of terror suspects.

The arrest warrants, iled in Munich, represent the second case in wh t criminal CIA empl olved Europe.
Italian prosecutors want to question 25 agents and one other American - all but one believed to be CIA agents -

in the 2003 alleged kidnapping in Milan of Egyptian cleric and terror suspect Osamal Nasra. Five Italian in the case.

European investigators acknowledge that it is highly unlikely the US spies - most of whom worked undercover or using false identities -
would ever be handed over to face trial. But the prosecutions have strained US-

European relations and underscore deep differences over how to fight terrorism. Munich prosecttor Christian Schmict-

‘Sommerfeld told The Associated Pressthat warrants n the latest case were isstied in the last few days. He said on suspicion of wrongfully i ing Khaled a
-Masri and causing him serious bodily harm. Al-

Masti, of L ) in December 2003 at the Serbian-

Macedonian border and then flown by the CIA to ajail in Afg . abused goin Albaniafi and told he had been seized in a case of mistaken identity.

The case comes at atime when German Chancellor Angela Merkel is trying to maintain improved relations with the United States, after a chill between the two countries under former Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder -
f the war in Iraq, Ri i onal-

Masti's story and other demand that the US stop y rendition” -

moving terrorism suspects to third countries where they could face torture.

German opposition parties have accused the government of turning a blind eye to such practices. Foreign Minister Frank-

Walter Steinmeier inaparli whether government blocked the release of Murat Kurnaz, a Bremen

-born Turk kept at Guantanamo for more than four years. Steinmeier at the time was Schroeder's chief of staff.

Merkel has said the Bush admil making a a-

Masri. Germany's government refused to comment on the arrest warrants, as did the CIA. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales also declined to comment, saying he did not know enough about the action by German authorities. He also declined comment when asked if he kne

NDR television released alist of 11 men and two women reportedly named in the warrants. It sad three had been contacted by its reporters and had refused comment.

The prosecutor's office refused to confirm the list, redl known.

"The personal details contained in the arrest warrants are, according to our current knowledge, aliases of CIA agents" Schmidt-

Sommerfeld said in a statement. " Further investigation will, among other things, trying i lear identities of .
Al-
Mastis attorney, Manfred Grjidic, said theissuing of the arrest warrants was "a very important step in ilitation” of his client. It ght in putting our trust in the German authorities and the German prosectitors,” he told reporters.

Prosecutors were led to the suspects after receiving alist in December 2005 of possible people involved in al-

Masi's detention compiled by a Spanish journalist Spain's Civil Guard, police unit, Schmidk sid
He said Spanish atthorities then provided help and ble to pursue an against "concrete persons.” Schmidt-
‘Sommerfeld said tips were also received from others, including prosecutors in Milan, Italy, and Dick Marty, who led a Council of Europe inquiry into purported CIA inary rendition” flights. Tt did not give any details on thetips.

The CIA agentsare suspected of flying aboard a Boeing 737 from the Spanish island of Palma de Mallorcain January 2004 to pick up al-
Masti from Macedonian authorities, another prosecutor, August Stern, said

ARD television said last year g from passport ahote but Stern seid he could not confirm that o other details. The report st year gave what it said were the cover names of three men who were pil
Al-

Masri has asked afederal appeals court in Richmond, Va, to reinstate alawsuit against the CIA seeking compensation. A judge dismissed the suit last May, ruling that atrial could harm national security by revealing details about CIA activities.
The German government has said it learned of the case only after al-

Masii's refease. In late 2005, Interior Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said the then-

US ambassador to Germany had told his predecessor, Otto Schily, about it May 31, 2004.

Schaeuble said Ambassador Dan Coats provided no details of al-Masi's treatment, but told Schily that “one had apologized to him (al-

Masri) and agreed (on) confidentiality and paid him asum of money." Griidic, a-

Masri'slawyer, has said his client denies receiving either an apology or money.
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