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Professor Maria C. Yang is an Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and Engineering Systems at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Professor Yang earned her SB in Mechanical Engineering from MIT, and her MS 
and PhD from Stanford University's Mechanical Engineering Department, Design 
Division. She joined the MIT faculty in 2007. Professor Yang’s industrial 
experience includes serving as Director of Design at Reactivity, Inc., a Silicon 
Valley software company now a part of Cisco Systems. She has done research 
into collaborative design tools at Apple Computer and Lockheed. In addition, she 
has explored the user interaction issues for software design, as well as 
ergonomics issues of force-feedback devices for Immersion Corporation. 
 
Professor Yang's research interests are in design of products and systems. 
Currently, her work focuses on the fundamental role of informal design 
representation in driving the early stages of the design process. Her work has 
advanced our understanding of how informal representations influence the way a 
design team engages in the process of design, and how they are linked to a 
design's eventual performance. Professor Yang's goal is to deepen the 
theoretical foundations of early stage design process across product design, 
engineering design, system design, and beyond in order to develop 
transformational strategies for the creation of compelling new products and 
innovative systems.
 
Professor Yang has been recognized for her research in several ways, including 
an NSF Graduate Fellowship, an NSF Faculty Early Career Development 
(CAREER) award and the Robert N. Noyce Career Development Assistant 
Professorship, and a Best Paper award from the ASME Design Theory and 
Methodology Conference in 2013. For her work with undergraduates, she 
received the Earll M. Murman Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Advising 
from MIT.
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