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Central and eastern European hydrogen corridor could transport over 40TWh by 2030

Central and eastern European grid operators are developing a “hydrogen corridor”

that could potentially meet 40% of German hydrogen demand by 2030

Germany’ s Open Grid Europe (0OGE), the Czech Republic’ s Net4Gas, Slovakia’ s
Fustream and Ukraine’ s Gas TSO announced the Central European Hydrogen Corridor (CEHC)
project, which seeks to transport hydrogen produced from renewable sources in Ukraine to
southern Germany, an anticipated major future demand hub for the gas. The route would

utilise Czech and Slovak infrastructure, according to a release on 23 September

Technical studies are currently under way looking at the feasibility of transmission
of 120GWh of hydrogen per day, or 13 billion cubic metres (bem) per year, by 2030, with
results expected to be released in 2022 along with details of capacity and transport

prices, according to information on the CEHC website

The project’ s partners envisage using a combination of repurposed existing gas

transport infrastructure and new dedicated pipelines and compressor stations

Germany’ s hydrogen demand is expected to reach 110TWh/year by 2030, according to

the country’ s national hydrogen strategy

CEHC” s initial targeted flows of 120GWh/day of hydrogen by 2030 would amount to

43.8TWh/year - roughly 40% of Germany’ s future hydrogen demand.

The project is not directly linked to the European Hydrogen Backbone initiative,
although the CEHC project’ s website notes that Eustream, Net4Gas and OGE are all active

members in that project while Gas TSO is considering involvement

Meanwhile Ukraine is seeking to position itself as a major supplier of hydrogen to
European markets, with the EU having singled out the country as a key supplier in the

coming decade

Eustream along with Slovak energy firm NAFTA and RWE Supply & Trading announced on
24 September a memorandum of joint action to explore blue hydrogen production in

Slovakia with the intent of supplying German and other EU demand

The project’ s partners are seeking to conduct dialogue with other potential

partners in Ukraine, the Czech Republic and Austria in coming months

Earlier in September, Slovak TSO Eustream announced it had joined the H2EU+Store

partnership , another project focused on transport of Ukrainian green hydrogen to




European markets using Slovak infrastructure.
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