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China's Petroleum Diplomacy towards Middle East Countries
in the New Century

QIAN Xuewen

Abstract  In China’s energy development, the increase of petroleum demand is based on China’s fast
economic growth instead of human being’s will. Petroleum diplomacy has become the main theme of
China’s diplomacy since the new century. Because of the special position of Middle East petroleum in
China’s overseas petroleum import, China attaches great importance to the energy cooperative relations
with Middle East oil-producing countries. The most important evaluation of China's petroleum
diplomacy is national interest while it is the basic factor that drives the interaction between countries in
international relations. China’s petroleum diplomacy towards Middle East oil-producing countries is
characterized by the mutual beneficial interaction and complementary relations between political and
economic interests. For the great importance of petroleum to China’s sustained and fast economic
growth, petroleum economy has played a key role in China’s sustained economic development. China’s
petroleum diplomacy is crucially important to China’s economic development while the maintenance of
economic increase is a key to safeguarding social stability.

Key Words Petroleum Diplomacy; the Middle East Energy; Oil-producing Countries; National
Interest; Energy Security
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