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Abstract: Lignin is a complicated biopolymer which exists in the wood cell wall. Many 
model compounds that mimic substructures of lignin have been synthesized. They 
have been used and played an important role in the various fields of wood 
research. This paper summarizes the synthesis of lignin model compounds, and 
describes some examples of their use in wood research. In particular, this review 
focuses on recent progress in the synthesis of lignin model compounds. 
Furthermore, the synthesis of β-O-4 type artificial lignin polymers by the author is 
also briefly introduced.
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