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Elimination of Internal and External History in History of Science:
By the perspective of SSK

LIU Bing ZHANG Meifang
(STS Institute, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Since 1930s, most of changes and controversies in the western history of science related to the definition,
division, and evaluation of “internalism” and “externalism”. About that problem, many Chinese scholars pay more
attention to “internal history”, and, even some scholars who focus the “external history” would insist the integration
of “internal history” and “external history”. However, from the standpoint of SSK, the premise of these opinions and
controversies is the opposition of “interna history” and “external history”. It insists that scientific knowledge is a
socia construction, and ask for sociological anaysis of the content of scientific knowledge. From this view of
science, there is no such independent “internal history” that is free from any social factors. In that way, the
demarcation of “internal history” and “external history” is eliminated. Key words:. history of science SSK internal
history externa history



