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PREFACE

What is Modern Anthropology? The word ‘Modern’ was conveniently
selected and such a selection reflects (1) the profound recent development of
molecular anthropology and its impact on many related fields and the (2) our
lack of vision of the future of those fields that are undergoing significant
growth. The recent advent in human genetics and human genome research have
made 1t possible for the studies of genetic characteristics of the human
populations at the genome level and for the studies of genetic/molecular
mechanisms underlying the traits of physical anthropology. Using population-
specific markers, we demonstrated that we are able to study the origin and
migrations of the populations with much greater details. The application of
such tools can be extended to the related fields such as ethnology, history,
archaeology, and linguistics, and these newer methods have been shown more
efficient and superior to the classic approaches in terms of their
objectivity, reliability and depth. Multi-disciplinary approaches hold the key
to the future anthropology and the participation and interaction between
geneticists and the scholars from the aforementioned fields are essential to
this endeavor.

In the last several years, tremendous efforts have been made by the
researchers at Fudan University and their colleagues from all over the country
and the world alike to develop multi-disciplinary projects on the origin,
migrations, and related problems in East Asia. The Center for Anthropological
Studies at Fudan University was the product and a milestone of this
undertaking. 1t will provide the forum and technical platform for the further



collaboration of the scholars from various fields including Archaeology,
Ethnology, History, Physical and Molecular Anthropology, and Human Population
Genetics. The major objectives of this symposium are (1) to promote the
multi-disciplinary interaction of the scholars from different fields, (2) to
explore the future of anthropological studies in the new Century.

Li JIN



