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Abstract:The type and frequency of Ag-NORs combination of 40 individuals of four native cattle
breeds (Mongolian, Qinchuan, Lingnan and Xizhen cattle)in China were analyzed by silver staining
technique. The results showed that one, two or more Ag—-NORs combinations appeared in metaphase cells
of the cattle. The aerage freuency of Ag-NORs combination in each metaphase cell of

Mongolian, Qinchuan, Lingnan and Xizhen cattle breeds was 0. 135, 0. 149, 0. 146 and 0. 153
respectively. Four types of Ag-NORs combination:cateniform with frquency 60%~70%, symmetry with 20%
~30%, circularity and pile with 5%~10% were observed. The analysis showed that the type and
frequency of Ag—NORs combination could perhaps be species characteristics and not breed
characteristics. ~
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