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History and present status of butterfly monitoring in Europe and related development strategies for China.
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Butterfly is an important bio-indicator for biodiversity monitoring and ecological environment assessment. In
Europe, the species composition, population dynamics, and distribution pattern of butterfly have been monitored
for decades, and many long-term monitoring schemes with international effects have been implemented. These
schemes are aimed to assess the regional and national variation trends of butterfly species abundance, and to
analyze the relationships of this species abundance with habitat, climate change, and other environmental
factors, providing basic data for researching, protecting, and utilizing butterfly resources and predicting
environmental changes, and playing important roles in the division of butterfly’ s threatened level, the
formulation of related protection measures, and the protection and management of ecological environment. This
paper reviewed the history and present status of butterfly monitoring in Europe, with the focus on the well
known long term monitoring programs, e.g. , the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme and the Germany and
European Union Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. Some specific proposals for conducting butterflies monitoring in
China were suggested.
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