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Radio Dramas Help in HIV/AIDS Fight
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[#% ]7March 2007, MANILA, PHILIPPINES - In small groupsof
duri HIV/AIDS,
drug use.
[ ditinl ] ethnic communitiesHIV/AIDS Radio Dramas:
7 March 2007 MANILA, PHILIPPINES -
Insmall the Mekong region, groups of during listento -

racio dramas that teach them about HIV/AIDS, traficking and drug use:
T /omen, mostly from the Th a0s-

China border regions, are vulnerable to exploitation in the region's sex industry. With limited education, and knowlecige about how to protect themselves, they are also at a higher risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS.
Formerly, thelr isolation protected them from the spread of the deaclly HIV/AIDS virus. But with newly constructed roads and the opening of borders, the situation i changing. The flow of to another for i an

Increased injecting drug use has also aggravated the spread of HIV/AIDS in the region. For instance, in Y unnan Province, about 2196 of female injecting drug users also engage in commercial sex work, thereby further increasing their vulnerability and risk to acquire HIV..
“The radio drames they i a that embarked and i

HIV/AIDS. i inlocal target
E foundto 9 ho i i didactic programs,” jpma Jin, an ADB Social Sector Specialist.
A new regional technical assistance project, funded by the Poverty Reduction Cooperation Fund, will further help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, human trafficking and non

-trecitional drug use by expanding the scope of the earlier project.
Carried out the United Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in Bangkok, the new project is producing inthe cross

~border areas of Cambodia, Y/ pl China, Lao People’s D and Thailand.

“The new project includes four additional ethnic minority languages —
Akhain Thaland; Tai Neua and Ta Luein Yunnan Province; and Khmuin Lao POR

of theKreung Ratanakiri Province, Cambodia, broadcasting
A vast number of ethnic minority groups live n the region and speek different didlects. Their their therisksof HIV/AIDS," saysMs. Jain.
L inthelocal as opposed to being in English or the national language and translated to the local language. They

“This way, the audience can really identify with the stories,” she adds.
o they d the national languag for the accuracy of LT by local music and richness of ethnic grc

Once ready, these programs will be broadcast on local stations or through other communication systems such as loudspeakers or community-
based radios. Tapes and compact disks of the program will also be produced and distributed for use by commurities and health workers.
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