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Ferroportinl, the target of hepcidin?

The cellular iron exporter ferroportinl (FP1) is expressed in both the duodenum and mononuclear
phagocyte system. FP1 plays a role in intestinal iron absoption and iron recycling by macrophages.
Hepcidin is a liver—made peptide proposed to be a central rugulator in iron homeostasis, by
regulating the expression of iron-related proteins. The recent identifications suggest FP1 may be
the target of hepcidin. Expression of FP1 protein on the cell surface is regulated by the
interaction of FP1 with hepcidin and regulates the intestinal iron abstroption and iron recycling by
macrophages to matain normal iron homeostasis.
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