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Abstract: )

P BEH R
Many researches indicate that the expression of matrix metalloproteinases(MMPs) in atherosclerotic AR AR
plaques, whose activities involved with metal ions, such as Ca2+ or Zn2+, is closely related to the T

stability of the plaques. There is an increased expression level of MMPs in vulnerable plaque. Molecular bR

imaging methods, such as single photon emission computed tomography, near-infrared fluorescence

imaging and magnetic resonance imaging provide dynamic and noninvasive ways in detectting the
expression level of MMPs in the atherosclerosis plague in the animal models or the tissue after carotid F Article by Ding, J.

ectomy in patients. These methods can be used not only in prompting the progression of F Article by Teng, G. J.
atherosclerosis but also evaluating the therapeutic effect of drugs. Although the majority of plague

imaging methods has not yet reached the stage of clinical application, the synthesis of multi-modality

molecular probes and comprehensive use of different imaging methods will be the trend of
atherosclerotic plague imaging.
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