
International Association of
Geochemistry and Cosmochemistry

Newsletter
number 28: November 1995

Contents

Highlights of 1994/95
IAGC Business Activities

- Council Meeting
- Conferences Supported
- Membership

Treasurer’s Report
1996 General Assembly

Highlights of 1994/95

Applied Geochemistry
- Editor’s Report
- Negotiations with Elsevier

Activities of Working Groups

IAGC Sponsored Meetings

Other Meetings of Interest
Addresses of Executive and Council

Addresses of Working Group Chairmen

• Council Meeting was held at Penn State, May 24,

1995.

• Membership has increased to 597 for 1994, already

surpassed by Sept., 1995.

• Finances are in good condition despite 1994

expenditure.

• Agreement with Elsevier is near: subscription rate

for Applied Geochemistry must rise for 1996 hut

journal will expand.

• Nominations for l996-200() are being sought.
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IAGC Business Activities

Council Meeting

An IAGC Council Meeting was held on May 24, 1995 in
conjunction with the V.M. Goldschrnidt Conference at
Pennsylvania State University, PA, USA. Only the Acting
President G. Faure, Council Member R.S. Harmon and
Working Group Chairman U. Aswathanarayana were able
to attend and so actions and proposals arising from the
meeting were conimunicated by mail for approval to other
Executive and Council members. Items discussed during
the meeting included 1) the status of negotiations with
Elsevier regarding Applied Geochemistry, 2) Nominations
for Council for 1996-2000, 3) the financial status of IAGC
and 4) the Vernadsky Medal.

Other Business

The IAGC President, Hitoshi Sakai, has recovered from a
prolonged period of illness and treatment and resumed his
position on August 1, 1995. During his absence.
Gunter Faure took over the responsibility of this post.

Preparations are underway for the IAGC General
Assembly. to be held in conjunction with the 30

International Geological Congress in Beijing, China,
August 4-14, 1996. At the Assembly, a new Council and
Executive will be elected for 1996-2000 (see later notice).

In preparation for the General Assembly, a Nominations

Committee has been formed to prepare a slate of
candidates for positions on Council and the Executive for
the period 1996-2000. The Committee consists of
H. Wanke (Chairman), R.S. Harmon, U. Aswathanarayana,

SR. Taylor and R. Volkov. Nominees will he accepted
by vote of National Member representatives at the General

Assembly.

Conferences Supported

After last years budget-breaker of five conferences
supported, 1995 was a more moderate year with support of

$2000 each being awarded to three meetings. They were:

5th Annual V.M. Goldschmidt Conference. May 24-26,

1995 at Penn State University. PA, USA.

• WRI-8, 81h International Symposium on Water-Rock

Interaction, August 17-22, 1995, in Vladivostok.
Russia.

• 6 IKC, 6 International Kimberlite Conference,

July 30-August 19, 1995, in Novosihirsk, Russia.

In total. $6000 was paid out to support conferences in
1995.

Mem bership

The 1AGC had 597 paid-up members for 1994, an

increase of over 12% on 1993 By August 1995, this
number had been surpassed and at the time of going to
press 623 had paid their dues. Approximately 85% of
IAGC members also subscribe to Applied Geochemistry
at the special rate for members.

National Members

At the end of 1994, 14 countries were fully paid-up
National Members of the IAGC. They are: Australia,

Canada. Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Hungary,
India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway.

Switzerland and U.K. Annual dues for National
Member countries range from as little as $60 and
depend on the number of geochemists represented in

that country. Only National Members have voting
power at the General Assembly. As a individual

member, if you see that your country is not a
National Member and you would like it to be

represented, contact other geochemists in your country

and petition your relevant governing body (e.g. Ministry

of Resources, Geoscience Council, Academy of

Sciences) for representation. if you would like more
details of this procedure, please contact the Secretary,

Mel Gascoyne (address on page 7).

Treasurer’s Report,
1994/95
A complete statement of income and expenses for 1994

is given below (only a 6-month statement was given in

the last newsletter). As the statement shows,
expenditure exceeded income by about $5900 in 1994,
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largely due to the fact that funds were paid out to support
and sponsor five meetings plus an Ingerson Distinguished
Lecture.

G Statement of Income and Expenses
January 1, 1994 to December 31, 1994

Beginning Balance, January 1, 1994 058,914.04

Income
Member Dues
National Dues
Other
Interest

___________ ___________

The statement for 1995 to October (below) shows an
increase in revenue of over $4000 although costs
associated with the Newsletter and further conference
sponsorship will reduce this amount.

0 Statement of Income and Expenses
January 1, 1995 to September 29, 1995

Beginning Balance, January 1, 0995 $53,024.32

Income
Member Dues
National Dues
Other
Interest

___________ ___________

Because of the IAGC’s healthy finances, members
should note that support for international meetings is
available from the IAGC by application through any of
the Working Groups listed at the end of this newsletter.
Typically $2,000 is given per meeting to allow
attendance of scientists from developing countries at the
meeting. Occasionally, however, the funds may he used
to bring a distinguished scientist as a keynote speaker to
a meeting in a developing country if he/she is not able
to attend for financial reasons. In this case, the request
should he specifically indicated by the meeting
organizer.

General Assembly, 1996

The General Assembly of the IAGC will take place in
conjunction with the 30th International Geological
Congress in Beijing. China next year. A tentative date
for the Assembly is 7 AUg. 1996; full details will he
included in the IGC registration package. A new slate
of Council and Executive Officers will be voted on by
representatives of National Member countries. The
Nominees will he proposed by the Nominations
Committee and approved by vote of the existing Council
prior to the General Assembly. The Assembly will be
preceded and succeeded by meetings of the outgoing
and incoming Council. Other items to he presented and
discussed include possible changes to IAGC Statutes,
the terms of agreement with E]sevicr Science regarding
Applied Geoclieniistrv. the IAGC medal and future
directions of the IAGC. Recommendations will also he
made to deal with the recurrent problem of non
participation or inactivity of some Council members and
Working Groups .Any IACC members attending the
IGC are invited and encouraged to attend the
General Assembly. Details of time and location of
IAGC meetings will he included in the IGC registration
package.

Applied Geochemistry

Executive Editor’s Report (R. Fuge)

During the last twelve months the journal has received
120 manuscripts. The rejection rate has been running at
40% which has resulted in a high quality of papers
being published. For next year, numbers I and 2 are
being published as a double volume which will he the
conference proceedings for the Third International
Environmental Geochemistry Conference which was
held in Krakow in Septcmhcr, 1994.

Expenses
Goldschmidt Lecture
Newsletter
Secretarial and Accounting
Membership Fee - IUPAC
Pisa, Italy - Conf. Mm. Eguil.
WRI- 8
Goldschmidt Conference
Pisa, Italy - TWA
Edinburgh Meeting
Set Up Account in East Lansing
Bank Fees
Faxes
Legal - File Taxes
Irkutsk Coot. Mapping

Cash Balance, December 31, 1994

Total Excess Income Over Expenditures 1994

$ 4,280.00
2,360.00

1,614.57 8,254.57
$67,168.61

$ 1,596.00
922 .05
460.50
50.00

2 , 027 . 00
2 , 000 .00
2, 000 . 00
2 , 000 . 00

830.00
77 . 03
40. 85
45.86
95.00

2,000.00 14.144,29

053.024,32

$(5,889.72)

Chequing Account 9047031 Douglas Co. $24,137.59
Chequing Account 6566064 Citizens Bank 28.88673 $53,024.32

Expenses
Newsletter
TAGC-94 Expenses
r,eneral Office Expenses
Membership Fee - IUPAC
Goldschmidt Conference
6 Y.imberlite Conference
Bank Fees - Douglas Co.

Cash Balance. September 29, 1995

$ 7,540.00
1,920.00

509.79 9.969.7
$62,994.11

$ 1,051.24
314.34
469.81
50.00

2,000.00
2, 000 .00

0.10 5,905.49

057.088. 63

$ 4,06430Total Excess Income Over Expenditures 1995

Chequing AcCoUnt 6047031 Douglas Co. 226,447.29
Chequing Account #566064 Citizenc Bank 30,54379 157,088.62
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Continued Sponsorship by IAGC of
APPLIED GEOCHEMISTRY

As noted in the last Newsletter (No. 27), the JAGC has
not opted to purchase a 50% share in its journal Applied
Geochemistry, at the end of 1995. Instead, the Executive

and Council have requested the Publications Committee
(Gunter Faure, Interim Chairman) to negotiate a new
agreement with Elsevier Science Ltd. The principles of
this agreement were laid out in Newsletter 27 and many
have now been accepted. The following report by Gunter
Faure describes the status of the negotiations.

The negotiations with Elsevier concerning Applied
Geochemistry (AG) have produced positive results. hut
have not yet been completed. Several items have been

agreed to, including:

1. The accumulated operating deficit amounting to more
than $200,000 has been written off by Elsevier as a
business loss.

2. Elscvier will pay a royalty to IAGC of at least $10,000
per year or 8% of the net income from institutional
subscriptions. The first such payment will be due in
January of 1997.

3. IAGC will select the Executive Editor and will present
his/her credentials to Elsevier before the person is

lormally appointed. Elsevier will not withhold its
approval unreasonably.

4. The Executive Editor will he solely responsible for the

content of the journal with advice from the Publications
Committee.

5. Elsevier will provide an adequate budget for the
editorial office including travel by the Executive Editor

to an annual meeting with representatives of Elsevier

and TAGC.

6. The annual subscription rate to AG for members of

1AGC will he based on the actual cost of printing and

mailing issues of the journal to them.

7. The Executive Editor will determine the size of the

annual page budget based on the expected submission

of high-quality manuscripts.

However, several important issues are still under
discussion. These include:

I. The annual member subscription rate for 1996, 1997
and 1998. The problem here is the recent increase in
the price of paper;

2. A reduced subscription rate (50%) for students in
degree programs who are members of IAGC; and

3. Fifty free offprints for the corresponding authors of
papers published in AG.

Unfortunately, an increase in the subscription rate for
AG is unavoidable. However, I expect that the increase

in the subscription rate will he accompanied by an
increase in the number of pages published.

The agreement concerning royalties contains the
incentive for all of us to recommend to our librarians to
subscribe to AG. You can justify your
recommendations by pointing out that AG publishes
high-quality papers in environmental geochemistry, that

the journal is now under new management and will start

to grow, and that the price of a subscription is less than

the price back-issues will be in the future.

I am convinced that we can help AG to become the

leading journal in environmental geochemistry in the

broadest sense. As AG grows in stature and in size, it

will attract new members to 1AGC and will enable the

Association to play a more effective role in promoting

geochemistry and cosinochernistry around the world.

Activities of Working
Groups (1 994/95)

The IAGC has nine Working Groups in various areas of

geochemistry and cosmochernistry (see list of groups

and chairpersons, at end). While many of these are

active and hold international meetings at frequent

intervals, some appear to have become defunct or lack

international activity and a recommendation to terminate

these groups will he made at the next Council Meeting.
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Reports of the more active groups are given below.

1. Geochemistry of the Earth Surface
(R.A. Berner)

lIkley (Yorkshire, England) has been selected as the venue
for the Fourth International Symposium on the
Geochemistry of the Earth Surface (GES) by the
Executive Committee of the Working Group on the
Geochemistry of the Earth Surface (previously named the
Geochemistry of Weathering, Diagenesis and Sedimentary
Processes). Symposium themes include geochemistry of
estuarine, coastal and marine processes, the geochemical
record of terrestrial environmental change, organic matter
cycling in the terrestrial environment. anthropogenic
geochemical impacts on the tenestrial environment, land-
atmosphere-hydrosphere interactions and the
geochemistries of catastrophic events and authentication
(e.g. of artifacts in archeology). The main mode of
contribution to the Technical Sessions will be by posters.
The Organizing Committee will additionally invite oral
contributions to he presented in English from leading
scientists for each of the themes. These papers will act as
the foci for the poster sessions which will be held each
day.

The deadline for abstracts is December, 1995. See page 6

for contact address.

attended the Lake Baikal Trip and 55 the Post Session
trip to Kamchatka. This was a tremendous achievement
by Oleg Chudaev and his organizing committee who
had to overcome some bureaucratic nightmares to bring
this to the undoubted success it represents - not least the
arrival of the symposium proceedings on the last day of
the meeting!

it has been agreed that WRI-9 will be held in Taupo,
New Zealand in 1998 (probably in April) with
Brian Robinson as Secretary General. There is interest
from three European countries to hold the first meeting
of the next Millennium (WRI-lO).

4. Thermodynamics of Natural Processes
(G. Kolonin)

Several Working Group members made oral
presentations at the 5th Annual V.M. Goldschrnidt
Conference at Penn State. USA, during May. 1995 and

at WRT-8 in Vladivostok. Russia during August, 1995.
As a result of discussions at the Penn State meeting, the
Working Group is planning to prepare a suite of
presentations on thermodyn amics of natural processes, to

be given in the Environmental Geochemistry
Symposium at the next Goldschinidt Conference in

Heidelberg.

5. Global Geochemical Mappine

2. Applied Isotope Geochemistry (A.G. Darnley)

(A. Raheim)

Following on from the success of MG-I, (the 1st

international Symposium on Applied Isotope Geochemistry

in Geiranger, Norway, in August, 1993), plans are now
being made for AIG-2, to he held in 1997. Pcssihlc

venues include Hangchow (China), near Calgary (Canada),
near Prague (Czech Republic) or Orleans (France). A poll

of the Geiranger participants will likely decide. See page

6 for contact address.

3. Water-Rock Interaction

(W.M. Edmunds)

The main activity of the working group this year has been

the successful WRI-8 symposium, in Vladivostok, attended

by 180 participants from 23 countries. This was

considerably smaller than the previous meetings in Utah

and Malvern, hut in view of the challenge of the venue

and the rapid changes in Russia since the decision to

proceed, represented a successful outcome (Edmonton and

Prague had in fact, lower attendances). Some 25 people

The WG on Global Geochemical Mapping is working in

parallel with IGCP Project 360, Global Geochemical
Baselines, and together they constitute Phase 2 of the

International Geochemical Mapping project (IGCP
Project 259). The IUGS Bureau has recently
recommended that in view of the environmental
importance of the activity, as soon as alternative sources

of funding can he identified, the existing pr jects should

be consolidated into a new working Group reporting
directly to the IUGS Board. The new Working Group

will he called Continental Geochemical Baselines.
Subject to confirmation, it is expected to supersede the

existing administrative arrangements in 1997.

A.G. Darnley attended the Annual IGCP project review

meeting in Paris in February. 1995 as a representative of

the IAGC to discuss with UNESCO staff and members

of the IUGS Board the distribution of the Global

Geochemical Database report and the long-term future

of the project. A one-day seminar describing the project

was held in Ottawa in conjunction with an IAEA
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Training Program on Exploration and the Environment, on
08 September 1995. Participants from nine countries
attended: China, Czech Republic, Egypt, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Pakistan. Philippines, Ukraine.
(The IAEA is one of the co-sponsors of the report.)

A project review and planning meeting was held in Turku,
Finland, 18-21 September 1995. Twenty scientists
attended from 11 countries, including Brazil, China, Czech
and Slovak Republics. Jordan. Russia and Ukraine. the
project’s co-leaders were present. Each of the projects
technical committees were represented.

A.G. Darnley, J.A.C. Fortescue and Xie Xuejing (from
China) attended the Brazilian Geochemical Congress,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 23-27 October 1995, to conduct a
workshop on International Geochemical Mapping. CPRM,
the Brazilian Geological Survey, has commenced the
partial implementation of the published recommendations
in a pilot area of about 750,000 km2 in NE Brazil and they
organized the workshop to publicize and discuss the
activity.

Several meetings are planned for 1996. These include:
Environmental and Legislative Uses of Regional
Geochemical Baseline Data for Sustainable Development,
26-28 March 1996. BGS, Keyworth, UK: Environmental
Geochemical Baseline Mapping iii Europe. Bratislava,
21-24 May 1996; A session on international Geochemical
Mapping and Continental Geochemical Baselines at the
IGC, Beijing, August, 1996; and, Continental Geochemical
Baselines, Ottawa, Canada, 24-27 September 1996.

Further details of the many activities and meetings of this
Working Group can he obtained from the Chairman
(address Ofl page 7).

IAGC-Sponsored Meetings
in 1996

0 4th mt. Symp. on the Geocheini.ctry of the Earth
Surface
1996 July 22-28
llkley, England
Contact: GES-1V Conference Secretariat, Continuing
Education Building, University of Leeds, .LS29NG U.K.
Fax: 44-113-233-3240

Other Meetings of Interest
6th V.M. Goldschmidt Conference

1996 March 31-April 4
Heidelberg, Germany
Contact: Goldschmidt Conference Secretary
Laboratorium FUr Geochronologic
Ruprechts-Karls-Universitut Heidelberg
Im Ncuenhcirner Feld 234
69] 20 Heidelberg (Germany)
Fax: 49-6131-371-051

O AIG-2, 2nd mt. Symp. on Applied Isotope
Geochemistry
1997 - to he announced
Contact: A. Raheim. 1FE,
P.O. Box 40, N-2007 Kjeller, Norway
Fax: 47-63-81-55-53

o 4111 mt. Synip. on Environmental Geochemistry
1997 October 5-10
Vail, Colorado, USA
Contact: R.C. Severson or L.P. Gough
US Geological Survey, DFC,
Box 25046, MS 973
Denver, Colorado 80225, USA
Fax: 1-303-236-3200

Addresses of Executive
and Council (1 992-1 996)

Hitoski Sakai (President)
Department of Earth Sciences
Yamagata University
1-4-12 Koshirakawa-Cho
Yarnagata 990. Japan
FAX: 81-236-28-451()

Gunter Faurc (Vice-President)
Department of Geological Sciences
The Ohio State University
125 South Oval Mall
Columbus, Ohio
43210-1398, USA
FAX: 1-614-292-7688
E-mail: gca@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu
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Mel Gascoyne (Secretary)
Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd.
Whiteshell Laboratories
Pinawa, Manitoba
ROE ILO, Canada
FAX: 1-204-753-2703
E-mail: gascoynern@wl.aecl.ca

David T. Long (Treasurer)
Department of Geological Sciences
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Ml 48824-1115
USA
FAX: 1-5 17-353-8787

Heinrich Wanke (Past-President)
Max-Planck Institut für Chemie
Aht. Kosmochemie
Saarstrasse 23
D-6500 Mainz, Germany
FAX: 49 613-1371290

S.V. Grigorian
Inst. of Geology of Foreign Countries
69, By Novocheryomushkinskaya St.
Moscow 11741$
Russia
FAX: (095) 331-85-10

Russell Harmon
US Army Research Office
P.O. Box 11221
Research Triangle Park
North Carolina 27709
USA
FAX: 1-919-549-4310

Petr Jakes
Department of Economic Geology
Charles University
Albertov 6
128 43 Prague 2. Czech Republic
FAX: 42-2-296084
E-mail: jakes@prtdec.natur.cuni.cz

Malcolm McCulloch
The Australian National University
Research School of Earth Sciences
GPO Box 4
Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia
FAX: 61-62-490738

ER. Neumann
Mineralogisk-Geologisk Museum
Sars’gate 1
Oslo 5 N-0562, Norway
FAX: 47-22-85-1800

J.R. ONeil
Department of Geological Sciences
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1063
USA
FAX: 1-313-763-4690

Minoru Ozima
Senkawa 1-21-11 Toshima-Ku
Tokyo 171, Japan
FAX: 81-3-3973-2279
E-mail: diamond(a tapsei .cc.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Herbert Palme
Mineralogisch-Petrographisches Institut
Ztilpicher Strasse 49b
50674 KOLN
Germ any
FAX: 49-221-470-5199
E-mail: Palme@min.uni-koeln.de

Terry Seward
Institute für Mineralogie und Petrographie
ETH-Zentrum
CH-8092 Zurich, Switzerland
FAX: 41-1-2527008

Addresses of Working
Group Chairmen

Global Geochemical Mapping

Arthur G. Darnicy
c;eological Survey of Canada
601 l3ooth Street
Ottawa. Ontario
KIA 0E8. Canada
FAX: 1-613-996-3726
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Water-Rock Interaction Geochemistry of Health and Disease

W.M. Edmunds lain Thornton
Hydrogeologica] Department Director, Environmental Geochemistry Research
Institute of Geological Sciences Royal School of Mines
Crowmarsh Gifford Prince Consort Road
Wallingford, Oxfordshire London SW7 2BP, United Kingdom
OXIO 8BB. United Kingdom FAX: 44-171-594-6464
FAX: 44-491-825338

Geochemical Training in Developing Countries
Natural Waters. Protection from Pollution (Co-Chairmen)

A.M. Nikanarov Hydrochemical Institute Paul Lecomte
Stachky Prospect. 198 Direction Environment, ATEA
Rostov-on-Don 344090, Russia BP 6119

45061 Orleans cedex 2, France
Extraterrestrial Geochemistry FAX: 33-38-643013

Herbert Paline U. Aswathanarayana
Mineralogisch-Petrographisches Institut Universidade Eduardo Mondalne
Ztilpicher Strasse 49h CP257
50674 KOLN Maputo, Mozambique
Germany FAX: 258-1-421577/429521

FAX: 49-221-470-5199
E-mail: Palme@ min.uni-koeln.de

Geochemistry of the Earth Surface (formerly Weathering.
Sedimentary and Diagenetic Processes)

Robert Berner
Department of Geology and Geophysics
Yale University
New Haven. Connecticut 0651 1
USA
FAX: 1-203-432-3 134

Thermodynamics of Natural Processes

G. Kolonin
Institute of Geology. Geophysics and Mineralogy
630090 Novosibirsk, Russia
FAX: 7-3832-351 35 1/352692

Applied Isotope Geochemistry

Arne Raheim
Institute for Energy Technology
Box 40
N-2007 Kjeller. Norway
FAX: 47-63-815553
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