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Current trends in geological survey of the world

LIU Shu-chen! TAN Yong-jie?" BAI Ye?> ZHANG Li-jun®' SHI Jun-fal> XU Shu-guang?!
(1 Information Centre, Ministry of Land and Resources, Beijing 100812, China
2 China Geological Survey, Beijing 100035, China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s, the development of economic globalization, wide application of high and new
techniques, rapid growth of the world’s population and gradual seriousness of environmental issues have had a
great impact on geological survey and great changes have taken place in the driving mechanism, main tasks
and work contents, technical means and service consciousness of geological survey. The general trends are as
follows: demand-driven: the driving mechanism of geological survey changes from the traditional supply-driven
type to demand-driven type; area broadening: the research area of geological survey is continuously
broadening and has changed from the mineral resource type (whose main task is mainly to look for and find
mineral resources) to the social type (which is characterized by paying attention to both resources and
environment, i.e. also paying attention to resource and environmental protection and hazard reduction, while
looking for and finding mineral resources); technique leading: radical changes have taken place in technical
means of geological survey, e.g. the traditional “three tools” used in geological survey are gradually replaced by
new “three tools”; service first: service consciousness is being enhanced steadily.
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