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Abstract: The author reviews the development of international paleoentomology and divides it
roughly into two major development stages: (1) stage of initial study and accumulation of basic
materials: (2) stage of development and prosperity. These two stages can be subdivided into eight
periods. There are three important historical reviews of international paleoentomology, i.e.: A.
Handlisch et al.’ s (1906-1908) “Die Fossilen Insekten und die Phylogenie der rezenten Formen”,
B.B. Rohdendorf’s (1962) ”“Fundamentals of Paleoentomology” and F.A. Carpenter’ s (1992) “Hexopoda”,
as well as regional and taxonomic paleoentomological summaries in various countries. On the basis
of new affirmative achievements of international and Chinese paleoentomology, the present paper
discusses some issues in relation to palaeoentomological development, e.g. strengthening of basic
work, including fossil collection and taxonomy and description; integration of paleoentomological
study and geological study; establishment of an evolutionary succession of fossil entomofaunas and
their history of development; study of the insect origin; strengthening of international
cooperation and exchange in respect to the study of fossil insects to promote the development of
this discipline.
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