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Sclerite-bearing annelids from the lower
Cambrian of South China
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Cambrian annelidi are strikingly diverse and reveal impartnt details of
annelid charscter acquisition. Their contribution, however, 1o a wider
understanding of the evolution of the trochozoans (encompassing the
anitselicds an well as such groups as the bruchiopods and folluses)
remains limited. Thus the early annellds had been lnked to a variety of
eataphract Camirian metazoqns, notably Wiarls and the hallderiids
but recent work assigns such fossils to stem- group mollises, Here we
ropant twio naew anbelids from the Lower Cambrian Chengiang
Lagerstatte, South China. Ipoliknus avitus . gern, i p. i biramous with
meurochactae and notochactae, but significanty alvo bears doral
spinose sclerites and dorve: lateral dentate sclerites. Adeiocharta

sinenals . gen., 0. v bs unique amenist Cambrian potychaetes in
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