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Sorption of cationic surfactant cetyl pyridinium chloride (CPC), anionic surfactant sodium dodecylbenzene sulfonate (SDBS) and nonionic
surfactant Triton X-100(TX-100) on bentonite was studied. The influences of cation—exchange capacity (CEC), temperature and salinity on the
sorption of CPC were also discussed. The results indicate that the sorption of CPC on Na-bentonite is greater than that of TX-100 and SDBS, and
SDBS hardly shows any sorption. CPC is adsorbed to Na—bentonite through a combination of hydrophobic bonding and cation—exchange. While TX-100 is
adsorbed to Na-bentonite via the formation of an adsorption layer of twain surfactant molecule and hydrogenolysis of silicon—oxygen surface of
bentonite and TX-100. The amount of SDBS adsorbed on Ca—bentonite increases with increasing surfactant concentration, reaching a maximum at 1.5
critical micelle concentration (CMC), and then decreases with increasing surfactant loading. The mechanism of the retention appears to be formation
of a sparingly soluble Ca—SDBS species, and dissolution in the micelle. The amount of CPC adsorbed on bentonite decreases with increasing
temperature, and increases with increasing CEC. NaCl can enhance the sorption of CPC on bentonite.
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