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Epidemic Disasters in 770BC-AD1911 China GONG Shengsheng (Department of Geography, Central China Normal University, W
uhan 430079, China) Abstract: Historically China was a country with high epidemic frequency which was as high as 25%
during 770BC-AD1911. The changes of the epidemic frequency in historical China had closely corresponded with temperat
ure variations climatically. The high frequency periods of epidemics often occurred in the cold spells whereas the sp
arse periods usually dropped into the warm spells; the colder the climate was, the more frequent the epidemic was, an
d the longer the cold spell of climate went on, the longer the climax period of the epidemic lasted. For example, th
e cold era of the Wei, Jin and Southern & Northern dynasties from the 3rd century through the 6th century was the fir
st epidemic climax, the "little ice age" of the Ming and Qing dynasties from the 14th century through the 19th centur
y formed the second epidemic climax. For the past 3000 years China”s epidemic frequency had a long-term increasing te
ndency due to the increasing older climate trend. The general characters of China”s epidemic distribution showed tha
t epidemic prevalence in the cities was more severe than in the countryside, and there were more frequent epidemic di
sasters in the capital city and its environs, densely populated areas, natural epidemic foci, or frequent natural dis



aster affected areas. The process of regional development and earth-surface humanization had significant impact on th
e changes of epidemic geographical distribution, the distributional area of epidemics in China during 770BC-AD1911 wa
s radiated gradually from the middle and lower Yellow River, and the core of epidemics showed a shifting trend both f
rom north to south and from east to west. Key words: epidemic disaster; epidemic frequency; epidemic distribution; di
stributional evolution; climatic change; historical period
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