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ABSTRACT  Slope failures and debris flows due to heavy rainfall are frequent in Japan, 
which have damaged many lives and properties. They have occurred in this country under 
geological conditions prone to slope unstability, and under meteorological conditions such as 
typhoon, frontal rain and snowfall.
In this paper we have reviewed the mechanism of slope failures due to heavy rainfall, and 
introduce the knowledge and the technology especially in geophysical investigation about 
where and when slope failures occur due to heavy rainfall.
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