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The Key Laboratory of Surficial Geochemistry, Ministry of Education, Nanjing University (previously known as the Institute of Surficial Geochemistry
established in 1999) was founded with the approval of the Ministry of Education in May 2011.

Hosted by the School of Earth Sciences and Engineering, Nanjing University, the main body of the lab is concerned with the “Geochemistry” (National Key
Discipline) and “Hydrology and Water Resource” (National Support for Key Discipline). Aiming at the scientific frontier of global environmental changes, the
lab focuses on meeting the national key demands, using the methodology of surficial environment geochemistry. Researches to be carried out include studies
on the fundamental theory, methodology, and application of the processes and mechanism in “the critical zone” of Earth. The general research direction of the
lab includes: investigation and characterization of the physical, chemical, and biological processes in the critical zone by studying mineral-water interface and
applying them to understanding global climate change and environmental problems; illustration of controlling mechanisms of material release-transport-
transformation (cycle) and their role in maintaining the ecological balance.

Ongoing research projects of the lab fall into four categories:

o Continental chemical weathering and environmental evolution
e Low Temperature Geochemical Kinetics

o Soil-Water Pollution Prevention and Control

e Biological and organic geochemistry



