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Socio-economic impacts of major floods in Italy from
1951 to 2003
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Recently, a study on the socio-economic effects of floods was published in
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restoration and/or for risk mitigation purposes.

For year 2003, when APAT has begun a systematic monitoring of flood
events in Italy, data concerning rainfall, number of persons involved,
evacuation and urgent measures introduced to face the event (laws and
acts) are also included. In this way, it was possible to realize a new
database, in which flood events that caused the declaration of the state of
emergency have been collected. Because of the difficulties in finding
sufficiently reliable data for the period before the Il World War, the
collection of historical data started from 1951. During this period, about
50% of the flood events examined have caused at least 5 victims each,
and about 10% more than 100; these data highlight the considerable
social impact of flood events and suggest the importance of creating an
integrated database to collect information about flood events involving all
Europe.

These two databases (the historical and updating archives) could be useful
for taking into account the different anthropic impacts during the time, the
real effectiveness of protection measures already realized and could
represent a valid reference for further interventions.
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