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Marine ecosystems get a climate
form guide

Reference: 09/213

The first-ever Australian benchmark of climate Bt
change impacts on marine ecosystems and options
for adaptation is being released in Brisbane today.

27 November 2009
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The 'Marine Climate Change
Impacts and Adaptation Report
Card' for Australia. (CSIRO)

The Marine Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation
Report Card for Australia, and an accompanying website,
will provide a biennial guide for scientists, government
and the community on observed and projected impacts
of climate change on marine ecosystems.

"The objective of compiling this information is to consider options available to
environmental and resource managers in their response to changes in ecosystem
balance," says project leader, CSIRO Climate Adaptation Flagship scientist Dr Elvira
Poloczanska.

"On both sides of the continent there is clear evidence of ocean warming and this is
already bringing sub-tropical species south into temperate waters, and in the case of
the giant kelp forests in Tasmania, appears to be having a severe impact in just a
few years.

"This research is relevant for anyone with a recreational interest or financial
investment in our coasts and oceans," Dr Poloczanska says.
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The research team comprises scientists from CSIRO, Australian universities, State and
territory environmental agencies, the Australian Institute of Marine Science and the
Bureau of Meteorology.
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The Director of the National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility (NCCARF),
Professor Jean Palutikof, says the Report Card reflects both the increased bank of
knowledge about impacts, and the responses of government, industry and the
community.

"Australia needs a guide to likely changes in the marine environment and we feel
well-positioned now to bring together the science and the latest climate projections
to consider options for adaptation,” Professor Palutikof says.

Funded by the Australian Climate Change Science Program, NCCARF and CSIRO's Climate
Adaptation Flagship, the project is an early outcome of a broader national response to
climate change being conducted through the NCCARF.

National Research Flagships

CSIRO initiated the National Research Flagships to provide science-based solutions in
response to Australia’s major research challenges and opportunities. The nine Flagships
form multidisciplinary teams with industry and the research community to deliver impact
and benefits for Australia.

Read more media releases in our Media section.
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Open to the Public
The Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation is
Australia’s national science agency and

CSIRO has a range of facilities that are
opened to the public, with each offering a
unique insight into science research

one of the largest and most diverse activities and history.

research agencies in the world.
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CSIRO's core areas of impact

Astronomy & Space

Large-scale, long-term, multidisciplinary
science to address Australia’'s major
national challenges and opportunities.
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Sustainable Agriculture Flagship
Water for a Healthy Country Flagship

Wealth from Oceans Flagship

CSIRO expertise is organised into 15
research areas.

Astronomy and Space Science
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ICT Centre
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Marine and Atmospheric Research
Materials Science and Engineering
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Sustainable Ecosystems

CSIRO manages national facilities and
collections that are opened to
researchers around Australia and
overseas.

The Australian Animal Health Laboratory
(AAHL)

National Collections - The Australian
National Insect Collection, The Australian
National Fish Collection, The Australian
National Herbarium, The Australian National
Wildlife Collection

The Marine National Facility - The
Southern Surveyor

Telescopes - Parkes, Narrabri, Mopra,
Tidbinbilla, VLBI, ASKAP
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