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chloro-6'-fluorobenzyl) isocoumarin (1), 3-(4'
fluorophenyl)isocoumarin (3), 3-(2'-
fluorophenyl)isocoumarin (5), 3-(2'-
chlorophenyl)isocoumarin (7), and 3-(4'-
chlorophenyl)isocoumarin (9) were studied
spectrophotometrically in the presence of
aqueous solution of potassium hydroxide.
The rates of hydrolyses for these
iIsocoumarins were compared. The data for
isocoumarin (1) were further investigated to
probe the reaction mechanism. The
dependence of pseudo-first order rate
constant k . on hydroxide ion

concentration is fitted by the expression



