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Agreement Reached on Integrated Safeguards in European Union

8 January 2010 | The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in cooperation with the European 
Commission, has reached agreement on arrangements to implement "integrated safeguards" in all non-
nuclear-weapon States of the European Union with significant nuclear activities. 

"This important milestone is the result of the constructive common efforts of all parties concerned. It is a 
clear signal of the importance attributed by the EU and its Member States, as well as the IAEA, to the 
reinforcement of the nuclear non-proliferation regime," said Andris Piebalgs, Member of the European 
Commission in charge of Energy.

"Once we have sufficient confidence that a State´s nuclear activities are purely peaceful, we can apply 
safeguards measures in a less prescriptive, more customised manner. This reduces the inspection burden 
on the State and the inspection effort of the IAEA, while enabling the IAEA to maintain the conclusion that 
all nuclear material has remained in peaceful activities," said Olli Heinonen, Deputy Director General and 
Head of IAEA Safeguards Department.

Background

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is the main international Treaty prohibiting the spread of 
nuclear weapons. It entrusts the IAEA to verify that nuclear material is not diverted to nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear explosive devices through the application of "safeguards". IAEA safeguards include 
comprehensive safeguards agreements and additional protocols that enable the IAEA to conclude that all 
nuclear material has remained in peaceful activities in a State. Integrated Safeguards refers to the 
optimum combination of all safeguards measures available to the Agency under comprehensive 
safeguards agreements and additional protocols to achieve maximum effectiveness and efficiency in 
meeting the Agency´s safeguards obligations.

In the European Union, nuclear safeguards are implemented on the basis of the Euratom Treaty and 
trilateral agreements between Euratom, its Member States and the IAEA.
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About the IAEA

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) serves as the world's foremost intergovernmental forum 
for scientific and technical co-operation in the peaceful use of nuclear technology. Established as an 
autonomous organization under the United Nations (UN) in 1957, the IAEA carries out programmes to 
maximize the useful contribution of nuclear technology to society while verifying its peaceful use.

NOTE TO EDITORS: For additional information visit the Press Section of the IAEA's website 
(http://www.iaea.org/Resources/Journalists/), or call the IAEA's Division of Public Information at (431) 
2600-21270.  
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