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LIGO begins next search for gravitational waves

NSF director reflects on the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory's newest quest

LIGO renews search for gravitational waves with upgraded interferometers.
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Statement from National Science Foundation Director France Cordova regarding news that, after a
series of upgrades, researchers have reactivated the twin detectors of the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO), and resumed the search for ripples in the fabric of space and
time known as gravitational waves.

"The last time scientists from the NSF-funded Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory (LIGO)
searched for gravitational waves, they succeeded. They detected gravitational waves from merging black
holes 1.3 billion light years away. Researchers devoted more than 40 years to get to this point, and the
National Science Foundation -- I'm proud to say -- was there all along the way, providing critical support to
make this scientific achievement possible. Today, that journey continues. Already LIGO has exceeded our
expectations, and, like most of the scientific world and beyond, | am excited to see what a more sensitive,
upgraded LIGO will detect next.

https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=190495&org=NSF&from=news 1/2



2018/10/27 LIGO begins next search for gravitational waves | NSF - National Science Foundation
"The significance of this expanding 'window to the universe' cannot be stressed enough, as it will illuminate
the physics of merging black holes, neutron stars and other astronomical phenomena that cannot be
reproduced in a laboratory setting. The world waits with eager anticipation of what we will see and learn next,
all because of the long-range vision and skills of hundreds of researchers around the world."

-NSF-
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Related Websites

MIT LIGO: https://www.advancedligo.mit.edu/ (/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://www.advancedligo.mit.edu/)
Caltech LIGO: https://www.ligo.caltech.edu/ (/cgi-bin/good-bye?https://www.ligo.caltech.edu/)

LIGO Scientific Collaboration: http://ligo.org/ (/cqi-bin/good-bye?http://ligo.org/)

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent federal agency that supports fundamental
research and education across all fields of science and engineering. In fiscal year (FY) 2018, its budget is
$7.8 billion. NSF funds reach all 50 states through grants to nearly 2,000 colleges, universities and other
institutions. Each year, NSF receives more than 50,000 competitive proposals for funding and makes about
12,000 new funding awards.
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