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A skeleton, found at one of the most important, but least 
understood, Roman sites in Britain is puzzling experts 
from The University of Nottingham. 
 
Dr Will Bowden from the Department of Archaeology, 
who is leading excavations at the buried town of Venta 
Icenorum at Caistor St Edmund in Norfolk, said the 
burial was highly unusual: “This is an abnormal burial. 
The body, which is probably male, was placed in a 
shallow pit on its side, as opposed to being laid out 
properly. This is not the care Romans normally accorded 
to their dead. It could be that the person was murdered 
or executed although this is still a matter of speculation.” 
 
The skeleton has been removed for further 
investigation. Dr Bowden said: “It is an exciting find and 
once we have cleaned the bones they will undergo a full 
examination and a range of scientific tests to try and 
find out how this individual died.” 
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Click here for full story 

More information is available from Dr Will Bowden on 
+44 (0)115 9514830, or 07733 104737, 
will.bowden@nottingham.ac.uk
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