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Clans and Local Society of Huizhou in the Period from Late Qing to Republic
of China: A Study on Collected Record of the Events of the Clan of He’ s
family of Bishan of Yixian

Wang Zhen-zhong

At the turn of the last century, the two ““traditional villages of southern Anhui province,””
Xidi and Hongcun, were inscribed on the World Heritage List. Against this background, academics have
been increasingly concerned about ways to further investigate the cultural content of traditional
Huizhou. Based on a document of the clan of Yixian, Collected Record of the Events of the Clan, this
essay looks at diverse aspects of the clan and local society of Huizhou in the period from late Qing
and Republic of China.

1. Clan Management of He = s family as seen from Collected Record of the Events of the Clan
1. Operation of Clan Economics
2. MWorship

2. Clan and Local Society of He ”s family

3. Conclusion

The evolutionary theory of ““survival of the fittest”” infiltrates into the heart and mind of
people in late Qing dynasty. For one single region, the habitation of a clan was akin to the
international environment which was dominated by the powers and where the principle of ““survival of
the fittest”” ruled. Therefore, viewpoints built on evolutionary theory conveniently aroused strong
echo in regional society. Thereafter, Sun Yat-sen® s idea about clan theory was geared to
transforming theory of clan into nationalistic theory, to unify his fellow people to combat the

numerous foreign powers. His slogan ““Unifying the powers of every clan into a national clan, to



defend against foreign nations”” means ““to use the small-scale foundation of a clan to develop the
expansion of the national clan.”” This should be the social background for the emergence of
Collected Record of the Events of the Clan and related documents.

Also, since mid-Ming dynasty, with the development of commerce of Huizhou, the awareness of
contract had infiltrated into every aspect of ordinary society. In Huizhou, in each type of social
activities and public enterprises (including official duties, God receiving festivals, etc.) emerged
share-holding running and commercialized operation. We can read from Collected Record of the Events
of the Clan that such share-holding running and commercialized operation were running on in Huizhou
society, resulting in well organization of commercial development as well as social order, a IR
reflection of the self-governing power of traditional local society. In this sense, the ability of
Huizhou society to handle natural disaster and social turmoil was enhanced.
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