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Ilinois professor recommended as new dean of Michigan State University College of Natural Science
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[ 4 ] Michigan State University
[ %4 ] Michigan State University
[ 4% ] April 26,2007, EAST LANSING, Mich. — James Kirkpatrick, a professor of geology and executive associate dean of the University of
Illinois' College of Arts and Sciences, is being recommended as the new dean of Michigan State University’s College of Natural Science.
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April 26,2007, EAST LANSING, Mich. —

James Kirkpatrick, a professor of geology and executive associate dean of the University of l1linois' College of Arts and Sciences, is being recommended as the new dean of Michigan State Uriversity's College of Natural Science.

In mking the recommendation, MSU Provost Kim Wilcox seid Kirkpatrick has thy i classroom d research ing the college forward.

“Jim's ability to promote the lively exchange of ideas— and to then listen attentively to his colleagues —

the life scit

will guide him well as he steps into this position,” said Wilcox. * His administrative experience across a broad range of disciplines, including the life sciences, comes at atime when critical
Kirkpatrick's appointment as a tenured professor of geological sciences is subject to approval by the MSU Board of Trustees. If approved, his appointment would be effective Aug. 1.

At the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Kirkpatrick has served as the R.E. Grim Professor of Geology since 2005. A faculty member since 1978, Kirkpatrick was head of the Department of Geology from 1988

-1997.

ated changes in the School of Chemical Sciences.

Kirkpatrick has been executive associate dean of Illinois’ College of Arts and Sciences since 1997. In that time he of ege’s School of L aswell

It was also under hisleadership that the college established a Merit Workshop program for students in biology from disadvantaged educational backgrounds.
Before coming to Illinois, Kirkpatrick was an assistant research geologist with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography (1976-78). From 1973

75 he was a postdoctoral fellow in geophysics at Harvard University.

Originally from New York, Kirkpatrick earned an A.B. in geolagy from Cornell University and a Ph.D. in geology from lllinois.

His research interests include theoretical and applied research in istry and

Kirkpatrick will succeed George Leroi, who has served as dean of college from 1996-

2006. Estelle McGroarty has served as acting dean since January 2007. Prior to that i i of the ege.
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