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Changes of the Spatial Organisation of the Eastern City of Luoyang of Sui and Tang
dynasties
Huo Hongwei
(Department of Archaeology,
School of Culture and History, Sichuan University, Chengdu, 610064)

In Sui and Tang dynasties, the city of Luoyang and the western capital of Changan were
collectively named ““The Two Capitals of the East and West””, playing important roles in the history
of Chinese capitals. In Sui and Tang dynasties, the Eastern City of Luoyang was situated between the
palace complex, royal city and the grid-patterned district in the north of Luoyang. Luoyang was
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first built in the ninth year of the Daiye period of Sui dynasty and its setup remained until Tang
dynasty. In Northern Song dynasty, Administration of Luoyang was set up. Built on the foundation set
earlier was the City of Middle Capital by the Jin dynasty, which exerted long-lasting influences to
the city of Luoyang in the three dynasties of Yuan, Ming and Qing.

1. Wall, Gate, Street & Lane and Drainage of Eastern City

The walls in the east, south and west of the Eastern City were excavated in succession. The
overall structure and the time of construction of these walls are basically known. There were three
gates in the Eastern City. Only the site of Xuanren Gate in the east has been unearthed. Also
excavated is a street of north-south orientation, the Street of Dongshun City. Inside the city were
discovered five drains of different periods. Outside the Eastern wall was found one city moat of
Northern Song dynasty which was modified from a sewage drain of Tang dynasty.

2. Restoration and Changes of the Spatial Organisation inside the City

a.Eastern City in Sui Dynasty
The historical background of building the Eastern City in the ninth year of the Daiye period of Sui
dynasty was that Yang Xungang besieged Eastern City and farmers ® uprisings surged in all places.
Four side streets were used to divide Eastern City into four zones, each with respective
government s house set up.

b. Eastern City in Tang dynasty

The street system changed from being four side streets in Sui dynasty to two vertical and three
horizontal ones in Tang dynasty. During the Changshou period of Tang dynasty, Li Zhaode reformed the
secretariat of document, making archaeological discovery of four sets of brick kilns.

c. Administration of Luoyang in Northern Song dynasty
The inheritance and development of the spatial organization inside the city; on the site of the
secretariat of document of Tang dynasty was discovered the foundation of the city gate and site of
the courtyard of the government office of Song dynasty.

d. City of the Middle Capital in Jin dynasty

The Eastern City took up the western part of the whole city. The city area was reduced to build
the City of the Middle Capital

3. Influences of the Eastern City in Sui and Tang dynasties to the old city of Luoyang in Ming
and Qing dynasties

a. Relation between the spatial organization of the Eastern city and the old city
ARVGRH#East West Main Street —ZR A4 East Main Street—[FHR4MYk EZR [ 14Upper Eastern Gate Street
of Waiguo City in Sui and Tang dynasties

BN 2% T4 Cross Street of the old city in Ming and Qing dynasties ——t k45 West Main
Street—F5 ) 351 Ki& Xuanren Gate Main Street of Eastern City in Sui and Tang dynasties
bR South North Main Street—F& 442 14 Huian Gate Street of Waiguo City in Sui and
Tang dynasties

b. Eastern City ”s Nature, Functions and Influences
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