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From Racecourse to People’ s Park and People’ s Square: Historical Change and Symbolic
Meaning
Xiong Yue-zhi
(Shanghai Social Science Academy, Shanghai 200020)

In 1945, horseracing in Shanghai halted. Since then, public controversy over the ban on
horseracing and change of the function of the racecourse has sustained for a considerable period of
time until 1951, when the racecourse was confirmed to be converted to People s Park and People ”s
Square. Dr. Cheung Ning has already made detailed study about the process of conversion of the
function of the racecourse. This essay mainly illustrates from an intellectual perspective, with the
alteration of the function of the racecourse itself and the change of thoughts of the time, how the
symbolic meaning of the racecourse has transformed over and over. At first, the racecourse was
relatively unique as a venue for recreation, later it became a gambling spot sucking people”s
wealth and life, a place discriminating against Chinese and where imperialism displayed, turning
itself into a devilish symbol concentrating sinful beings. The voice to reform the racecourse surged
with struggles protesting imperialism, demanding the return of foreign settlement area and
forwarding civilization and democracy. From 1930 ”s to 1950 ™ s, although there occured changes to
the ruling party and change of hand of political power, continuity apparently remained in the
intellectual and ideological domains.
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