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Abstract:

Fu Ssu-nien in 1928 wrote The Aims of Founding the Institute of History and Philology as the very first academic text institute to ev
er publish.As one scholar put it, this singular text and the research establishment Fu promoted were in themselves sufficient to win Fu
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“everlasting fame among the rank of great scholars.” Certainly, as the founder of the institute, Fu had more than earned his place in m
odern Chinese historiography.The Aims was the institute's declaration of intent, and a deeply influential text.My study is an attempt to
untangle Fu's relationship with Rankean historiography and traditional Chinese approaches to history, including kaoju xue ( evidential r
esearch) , and to explore the theoretical underpinning of his statement, "historiography is merely the science of historical sources.”
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