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Early Reflections of Western Thinkers and Sinologists on the Str

ucture of the Chinese Language
Abstract:

The first impressions that Europeans had about Chinese language at the end of the Ming dynasty and the early Qing dynasty beca
me the point of departure of later Western reflections on this subject.Some judgments have endured for centuries.For instance, the opi
nion that Chinese language is clear and concrete but on the other hand imprecise and fuzzy.Relying on his philosophy of language, Wil
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helm von Humboldt later on searched for the'spirit of the Chinese language' (Geist der chinesischen Sprache) .The pioneering consider
ations of Humboldt amount to a milestone, and thus his contribution remained that of a predecessor who could not be ignored by late
r scholars.lt is a typical Western opinion later on that due to the structure of the Chinese written language, Chinese is less suitable for a
bstract thought and therefore more adapted to an intuitive and concrete way of thinking.According to this view, the Chinese way of thi
nking shows a fundamentally aesthetic and ethic trait while being a-theoretical and non-reflectiveone.lts peculiar characteristics are sai
d to contribute to the vagueness of philosophic thought.In the 20th century, the reflections of Marcel Granet, Alfred Forke and Georges
Margouliés on the relationship between the Chinese language and Chinese thinking are representative and significant.Their conception
s reveal that there still exist diverse opinions regarding the'spirit of the Chinese language'.
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