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Xian Guan and Emperor Finance
Liu Dezeng Li Heng

(Shandong Institute of Education, Jinan 250013 ; Foreign Language
School, Shandong University, Jinan 250100) Abstract: From among the
literatures that have been handed down from ancient times, such as Shi Ji
and Han Shu, and those unearthed bamboo slips, the term “Xian Guan” can
be seen from time to time. Annotators interpreted it either as the Son of
Heaven, or the Holy Court, or the County Commander. Those interpretations



cannot be deemed proper. The term “Xian Guan” preliminarily meant
“Emperor Finance Managed by the Younger Nobility”, and then gradually
came to be the substitute for “Son of Heaven” or “Holy Court”, after
Emperor Hanwu.

Key words: xian Guan; younger nobility; emperor finance
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