Asian Culture and History, Vol 1, No 1 (2009)

HOME ABOUT LOG IN REGISTER SEARCH CURRENT ARCHIVES

ANNOUNCEMENTS RECRUITMENT

Home > Vol 1, No 1 (2009) > Subramaniam

Font Size:

Cultural Hegemony in Colonial and Contemporary Literary Discourse on
Malaysia

Ganakumaran Subramaniam, Shanthini Pillai
Abstract

This article compares the colonial and contemporary canvas of the hegemonic discourse of White Western writers and
their portrayal of Malaysia and her people. The first half of the discussion will focus on the figurative elements of
classical colonialist discourse through an exploration of The Soul of Malaya (1931) a text written by Henri Fauconnier, a
French planter of Colonial Malaya. Here, cultural hegemony is revealed mostly through the employment of the
Manichean allegory, of what we see as “ideological allegory”. The second half of the discussion adopts a more linguistic
oriented framework, as it reveals patterns in linguistic selection in the novel , Borneo Fire (1995)by contemporary white
writer, William Riviere. This latter is what we term “ideological stylistics”. The main objective of the article is to compare
the underlying ideological constructs of the discursive landscape of the two texts and to determine whether white
western superiority manifested in the discourse of the contemporary text has evolved from that seen in its colonial
predecessor. The paper concludes that time changes little in terms of the location of the other, for despite its being
published in 1995, the discourse of Borneo Fire has not moved away from the approach and conventions of the colonial
text, The Soul of Malaya.
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