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On Production and Circulation of Cotton in the Occupied Zones by Japan in North China
WANG Shi-hua
(Institute of Modern Chinese history Studies , CASS, Beijing 10000

Abstract: During China’ s Anti-Japanese War, Japan had managed to promote policies for cott
ion and circulation of cotton in North China so as to ensure military and civil supplies as
es at home and under the puppet regime of Manchuria. For this Japan not only established As
otion, a rewarding institute to guide cotton production, but also made every other effort t
en adjusted cotton production policy to attract farmers. However, Japan’ s invasion along w
aboration with the puppet regime seriously damaged the rural productive forces in North Chi
reas. Also, the Japanese merchants controlled cotton markets and brought down the cotton pr
result, the farmers had to give up cotton planting and took up grain planting. All these re
the cotton production in the occupied zones in North China, where its cotton production cou
ore the Marco Polo Bridge incident. Furthermore, as Japan and the puppet regime implemented
m, the Association of Cotton in North China under Japanese army controlled the circulation
the cotton market system established before the incident. As a result, terminal markets lik
tton sources from other provinces as well as their position as cotton trading centers; the
sport gave birth to some new cotton collecting and dispersing centers in the occupied areas
equently, many Chinese cotton merchants had to subject themselves to Japanese trading comp:
function and went bankrupt. All of these greatly hindered the process of the cotton commodi

ral economy to the edge of bankruptcy and brought the farmers one disaste:

Key words: the Occupied Zones by Japan in North China; Association of Cotton Production Proi
n North China; Production and circulation of cotton
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