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Advancement in the study of the evolvement and circulation of ancient
books, also on the concept of ancient
historical materials: For the 80th anniversary of the first volume of
Gushibian
Xie Weiyang

(Center for Ancient Civilization, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200436)
Abstract : The publishing oi” the first volume of Gushibian (Debates on
Ancient History) edited by Gu Jiegang may be called one of the most
important steps in the formation and development of modern Chinese
academic research, including the studies of ancient Chinese history. The
most outstanding characteristic of the “Gushibian” School is the
"historical skepticism”, whose main goal and content, in a sense, is the
effort to explore a qualified foundation of the historical materials for
the purpose of establishing the studies of ancient Chinese history in the
modern sense. Yet restricted by objective conditions, these scholars
failed to realize the whole complexity of the evolvement and circulation
of ancient books, resulting in some simplism on such problems as the
authenticity, era of evolvement and authorship of ancient books, the
historical value of specific sections, as well as the relations among
different texts. In recent years, the most remarkable field in the
studies of the fundamental problems in ancient historical materials
should be the newly excavated texts. Only by basing on the vast amount of
studies of them could we obtain a more reasonable concept of ancient
historical materials, and make substantial progress in constructing the
concepts of modern studies of ancient historical materials.
Keywords:Gushibian; excavated texts; the concept of ancient historical
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