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The Disease Panic Behind Book of New Buddha and Book of Good Behaviors
— ©On The Five Main Diseases in Tang and The Five Dynasties
Yu Gengzhe

(History Gollege, Shanxi Normal University, Shanxi Xian 710062, China)
Abstract: The Dunhuang Manuscripts Book of New Buddha and Book of Good
Behaviors are the so called “pseudo — classics” popular in 8th to 10th
centuries which predict the initiation of certain diseases, therefore
persuade people to converse to Buddhism by copying Buddhist classics and
doing good deeds to escape disaster. The two books are the precious
material for research on the main diseases in Tang and The Five
Dynasties. They express people’ s panic at those diseases at the time. By
analyzing the connotation of the disease names appeared in the
manuscripts, the paper claims that the threatening focuses on the
infectious diseases among which ague is the most serious one besides
diseases of cardio — vascular system, digestive system, urinary system
and dystocia. The features of landscape depicted in the manuscripts also
indicate that diseases mentioned above are the main illnesses suffeting
North China in Tang and The Five Dynasties. Finally, the paper discusses
the relations between those diseases and the historical process in Tang
Dynasty.
Key Words: Book of New Buddha; Book of Good Behaviors; Main Diseases;
Tang and the Five Dynasties
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