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BEEEE 70s of the 20th century, there had been increasingly serious social contradictions and conflicts in
EMRE the United States , American “universal values” were at the edge of collapsing. It was at this

= historical moment that New Social History arose. It challenged “universalism” which had long
SUEER been dominating American historiography, and emphasized “particularism”, especially ethnicity,
A existing among various social groups in a multi-cultural United States of America. The historians
ZEERK of this school criticized political history monopolized by the elites, and put great efforts in building
EINERIN up a history of “from the bottom up” based on “everyday life of ordinary people.” On the one

ErdtH hand, in terms of purpose, theory, and methodology, the New Social History made considerable

FERR contributions to American historiography. While on the other, it had many shortcomings. Its

] over-stressed “multi-culture and multi-ethnicity” of the American society greatly neutralized
RITEL some fundamental functions of historical writing, such as transmitting national cultural essences,
BERER consolidating a united national value, as well as strengthening national coherence. Key Words:
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