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Media Literacy is a kind of ability of critical thinking, creative communication and being informative. It involves

gaining the skills and knowledge to access, read, interpret, evaluate, and produce all types of media texts and
artifacts and to gain the intellectual tools and capacities to fully participate in one’s culture and society. Media
Literacy is also regarded as a 21th century approach to empowerment education, which ensure a new way of

learning -- life-long learning.

With a framework of media literacy and mass communication, this article reviews the development of audience
studies in different ages, aiming to discover if there is some difference from the audience studies in mass
communication to the audience studies in media literacy. After briefly tracing the development from concerns
about audience in the early 1930s to nowadays’ call for media literacy, the article overviews several types of
audience concepts, the article and points out the importance of audience studies for the construction of media
literacy theory and practice of media literacy education. Besides, the article addresses the central questions
and difficulties we are facing in the development of media literacy.
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