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Turns and Transitions in Marshall McLuhan’ s

Research Interests

HE Dao-kuan
(College of Arts, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, P. R. China)

Abstract: In the 1950s and ‘60s, Marshall McLuhan, a university professor of English
literature
suddenly boomed to fame and became a world known figure of communication studies. How he managed to
complete the turns from textual studies of New Criticism to cultural criticism, from cultural
criticism to social criticism, from literary studies to communication theories, from high brow
culture to popular culture and from a study—confined scholar to a public figure? This paper is an
attempt to solve this riddle of enduring interest

Key Words: Marshall McLuhan, turns in research interests
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