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Playing the Game by the Rules:
Television Regulation around China’ s Entry into WTO
Guo Zhen—zhi

(Television Department, Beijing Broadcasting Institute,



Beijing, China, 100024)

Abstract: China’ s entering WTO brought a warm discussion on the importance and urgency of a regulatory
reform in Chinese television. Entering WTO means, first and foremost, to put China into a legal framework that can
and must be communicative, negotiable and operational with the international standards, especially those
compatible with the West. For Chinese media, such reform predicts an important move on part of the Chinese
government from the traditional political control to the lawful regulations
This paper reviews the development of television regulations in transforming China. It begins with a brief
introduction of several Chinese key words, Fa Zhi (law) and Gui Zhi (regulation), against the background of
China’ s legislation reform. Then the paper proceeds to show the development of Chinese broadcasting regulations
in the changed situation of Chinese television. Next, it examines regulations of Chinese television, focusing on
those of media reconstruction and program disciplining. Finally, the paper concludes with a brief discussion of
the prospects, as well as the problems, of regulation transformation in Chinese television, especially within the
context of global communication. Far from most optimistic predictions, this paper believes, the regulation changes
in Chinese television till now are more restrictive than freeing; that transformation of China’ s television to
the lawful regulation has a long way to go.

Key words: Television; Law; Regulation; WTO
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