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Dear Professor Wei,

T have talked with a couple of colleagues here about the question you raised. Technically, you are right,
the defendant has to justify his statement, the burden is on him alone. But in a trial of defamation
(specially if it is a jury trial), the plaintiff wants to strengthen his case by introducing evidence to
his benefit and to ensure that he will win. But you are right, this is not a legal burden. The plaintiff
does not have to do it, but it is wise to do it
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