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Chen Zhenlian

Vice Dean of School of Humanities, Zhejiang University

Chen Zhenlian, male, Han nationality, a native of Yinxian County, was born in Shanghai in 1956. In 1979, he
was accepted to study at Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts( presently China Academy of Art) and he studied
Chinese calligraphy from such masters as Lu Weizhao, Sha Menghai and Shu Lesan and obtained his Master
degree . Since 1993 he has worked as professor, doctorate supervisor in China Academy of Art. Since 2000,
he has also worked as Vice Dean of School of Humanities, Director of Department of Art Science, Director of
the Center for Chinese Art Studies, and Executive Vice Chair of the Committee of Culture and Arts, Zhejiang
University, Executive Vice Chairman of the Association of Calligraphy and Painting, Zhejiang University. He is
also doctorate supervisor in the field of Chinese calligraphy, painting & seal-engraving at Zhejiang University
and doctorate supervisor in the field of Chinese calligraphy at China Academy of Art.

His works of calligraphy, painting and seal-engraving have been shown in various foreign and domestic
exhibitions and collected in some monographs. In Japan, Taiwan and the Mainland of China, he has held
several exhibitions of his calligraphy, painting and seal-engraving, works and documents. He published

Collected Works of Calligraphy, Painting and Seal Engraving by Chen Zhenlian, etc..

He focuses his study on theoretical studies of calligraphy, painting and seal-engraving. His academic
publications include Exploration of the Beauty of the Forms of Traditional Chinese Painting, The Science of
Calligraphy, The Aesthetic Science of Calligraphy, The Science of Calligraphy Education, The Modern History of
Chinese Calligraphy, The Cultural History of Chinese Calligraphy, Introduction to Spatial Poetics, Aesthetic
Study of the Schools of Ci during the Song Dynasty, Appraisal of Chinese Calligraphy, Painting and Seal-
Engraving, A Comparative Study of Exchange History between Chinese Painting and Japanese Painting, etc.
All of his forty academic books cover a wide scope of ancient Chinese poetry and Ci, Chinese painting,
calligraphy & seal-engraving, Japanese calligraphy and painting, etc. Many of his papers have been published
in such leading academic magazines as New Art, Art Research, and Literary and Art Studies, etc..

In terms of calligraphy creation, he advocates the creation pattern of academic school. In 1999, he won the
title of “ 100 Top Young Artists” awarded by China Federation of Literary and Art Circles. In terms of
calligraphy theory, he advocates the academic study of the science of calligraphy. He is editor-in-chief of The
Science of Calligraphy. In 1999, this book won the prize of the First National Art Science Achievement which
was awarded by the Ministry of Culture and Lanting Award( the highest award in the field of calligraphy) in
research section. In terms of calligraphy education, Prof Chen has created Chen Zhenlian’ s approach to
teach calligraphy. The teaching approach won the National Prize in 1988. It is the first time to confer the
prize to calligraphy education. In 1989, his approach won Huo Yingdong Fund Award. He compiled five college
textbooks and edited fifteen college textbooks on calligraphy. In 2003, these textbooks won Lanting Award



in education section. In terms of literary and art criticism, he won the Award of Contemporary Chinese
Literary and Art Criticism.

Currently Prof Chen also works as Executive Vice Chairman and Secretary General of the Xiling Seal-
Engravers’ Association, Editor-in-Chief of Journal of theXiling Seal-Engravers’ Association, Editor-in-Chief of
Chinese Seal-Engraving, member of Chinese Calligraphers’ Association, Vice Chairman of Calligraphy
Education Committee of The Chinese Society of Education, Chairman of China Association for Young
Calligraphy Theorists, Vice Chairman of The Association of the History of China and Japan, Vice Chairman of
The Society of Asian and Pacific Cultures, member of Art Education Committee in the Ministry of Education,
standing member of the Political Consultative Conference of Zhejiang Province, and Vice Chairman of the
Political Consultative Conference of Hangzhou City. He also enjoys the title of State Expert and the
Government Special Grant.
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