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A Comparison of Typical Comic Situations in American and Chinese
Situation Comedies

Lu Xiaozhi

(International Communications College, Communication University Of China)

Abstract: With an aim to exploring the artistic characteristic of situation comedies, this article
compares American and Chinese Situation comedies from the perspective of typical comic
situation, a central concept to the successful rendering of comedic effect, which the author holds
to be the key characteristics of the genre. Based on a variety of textual analysis of American and
Chinese sitcoms, the author concludes that mundaneness of the content is the basis of comic
situation; funniness of particular scenes constitutes the core, and sincerity of feelings lead to a
sublimation of comic situation. Besides, the author also explores the reasons underlying the
differences of American and Chinese sitcom genres.
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