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On the Charm of Traditional Opera Language

—— An Analysis of Language Characteristics of Tale of White Snake

DUAN Yi-min

( Literature Institute of Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou 510665, China )

Abstract: The Tale of White Snake is a classic opera, and its language has distinct demonstrative effect. The stage direction,

speaking and operatic tune take on elegant and austere language form, forming dramatic conflicts, linking up the dramatic plot

and creating a character image to constitute complete dramatic functions. Rich language skills are employed, such as omission

and leaping out, metaphor and pun, repetition and reference, elegancy and plainness.

Key Words: Tale of White Snake; Language Characteristics; Form; Function, Skill
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