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“ [W]ry-necked memory’: the Matter of Ireland in Cutting
Green Hay and Memory Ireland, and the poems of The
Pattern.
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Abstract

This paper examines the matter of Ireland in Buckley’s two memoirs, Cutting Green Hay
(1983) and Memory lIreland (1985), and the poems of The Pattern (1979), in order to revisit
critically the ways in which he constructs himself as a diasporic Irish-Australian, a participant in
the most remote Gaeltacht. It raises questions of victimhood, of similar and different
experience of being at the mercy of the land, and of his re-engineering of the place of the
political in poetry. It argues that Buckley’s agonized positioning as Ireland’s

“ guest/foreigner/son’ was a project that was doomed by its utopianism, and that, obsessed as
he became with Ireland, the angst within had little to do with ‘the Ireland within’ or without. The
paper suggests that the poet’s slow and unacknowledged abandonment in his Irish period of a
key tenet of modernism, its distrust of propaganda and the political, is in itself a new formation
which had some continuity with the radicalism of his thinking during the formative years of the
revolutionary catholic apostolate he led both at the University of Melbourne and nationally. It
also points to the deployment of an ancient medieval Irish trope, that of the ocean (rather than
a landmass) linking a dispersed community, as one of the ways the poetry effects a resolution
of the issues of being ‘Irish’ in a remote country.

Full Text: PDF

JASAL
Vincent Buckley

Special Issue (2010)

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Reading Tools

“[W]ry-necked m...

Devlin-Glass

Review policy
About the author
How to cite item
Indexing metadata
Notify colleague*
Email the author*
Add comment*

RELATED ITEMS
Books

Book Reviews
Dissertations
Journal articles
Literary Criticism
News

Research Tools

SEARCH JOURNAL

|
[ Al =l
Search |

CLOSE

* Requires reqistration



