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International Conference on Comparative Mythology
Harvard & Peking University
Beijing, May 11-13, 2006

May 11, Thurs.:

8:30 Opening speech by Prof. Chen Zhaoxiangft i1 #H,
Dean of the School of Foreign Languages of PKU

8:50 Keynote speech by Prof. Michael Witzel, Harvard
9:20 The Mythological Implication Effect: the Spirits of Western and Chinese Cultures Embodied in Their Mythologies
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by Prof. Gu Zhengkun= [F3 (PKU)

9:50 Keynote speech by Prof. Huang Baosheng &5/,
Principal Translator of Mahabharata into Chinese,
(Chinese Academy of Social Science, CASS).

10:20 Teabreak

10: 40 Panel: Western and Eastern

* John G. Blair University of Foreign Languages, Beijing

Problems of Comparability Involving Myth and Religion

* Liu Shusen (X##%) PKU
Fatherhood as the Godhood: Cases in Egyptian, Greek, and Chinese Mythologies

12.: 00 Lunch break

13:30 Panel: Western and Eastern (continued)
* E. Lyle (Edinburgh U.)




A complex Eurasian cosmology: not one duality but three interlocking dualities

14:10 Panel: East Asian mythology

* K. Hirafuji, “F#&E<Z  Kokugakuin U., Tokyo

Japanese mythology in modern society

14:50 Teabreak
15:00 East Asian mythology (continued)

* K. Matsumura, #AF  —5 Wako U., Tokyo
Chinese contributions to the formation of

Japanese Mythology

* Chen Ganglong, FkixJE PKU

Manggus in the Mongolian Epics and the Tibetan Dharmaraja
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16:20 Teabreak

16:30 Panel: Comparative and historical mythology

* B. Oguibenine Strasbourg U. & N. Yanchevskaya, Harvard U.

Models and Patterns in Comparative Mythology in Recent Russian Studies
*Lu Wei (B0 , * CASS

Problems of Malinowski in the research of mythology
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17:50 Break

May 12, Fri.

08:30 Comparative and historical mythology (continued)

* W. van Binsbergen, Leiden U.

Further steps towards an aggregative diachronic approach to world mythology starting from the African continent

* M. Witzel, Harvard U.

Out of Africa: The spread of our earliest mythologies

09:50 Teabreak

10:10 Comparative and historical mythology (continued)

* S. Farmer Palo Alto, CA
Neurobiology, Stratified Traditions, and Comparative Mythology: How Myths Evolve

* Y. Berezkin St. Petersburg U.
Why People are Mortal? Indo-Pacific Mythology and the




‘Out-of-Africa’ Scenario

12:00 Lunch break

13:30 Comparative and historical mythology (continued)

* Ph. Nicholson, Boulder, CO

Light visions, Shamanic Control Fantasies and the Creation of Myth

* H. Yamada, Tohoku U., Sendai
Mythology of the Taiwan Aborigines: the State of the Art

14:50 Teabreak

15:00 Comparative and historical mythology (continued)

* Shi Yang ($F1) , PKU
The Flood as Meaningful Rebirth, the Symbolism of Mangyan Filipinos" Flood Myth

* E. Venbrux (K.U. Nijmegen)
Social life and the Dreamtime: Clues to creation myth as rhetorical devices in Tiwi ritural (Northern Australia)

16:20 Teabreak

16:30 Panel: Mythology from China

* Jae-Seo Jung (FB{EHY) , * E-hwa University, Korea
An Analysis on Chinese Mythological Discourse from the Viewpoint of Comparative Culture

* Wang Jing (i) , Qinghua University
Research on Wu Gang Cuts the Laurel
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17:50 break

May 13, Sat.
08:30 Mythology from China (continued)

* Ye Shuxian (H#7%) , CASS

The Totem of Bear and its Myths
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* Xie Jisheng Ci#f4%tt) , Normal University of Capital Beijing

Mythological Symbols of the Five Animals on Tibetan rLung-rTa Prayer Flag
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09: 50 Teabreak

10:10 Mythology from China (continued)




* Yang Lihui (#F]E) |, Beijing Normal University

Legitimacy of Ritual and Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Myth:
A Field Study of Transformation of Myths in Contemporary China
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* Liu Zongdi (X7%it) , CASS
Shanhaijing and the Worldview of Ancient China
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12:00 Lunch break

13:30 Panel: Indian Mythology

* Wang Bangwei (F#4E) , PKU
The Hero Must Be Mute:
A Hinduistic Story and Its Taoist Transformation

Panel Central and Western Asian mythology

* Chen Yiyi (FRIGZE) , PKU
Some Observations on Ugaritic Mythology
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* Duan Qing (Bi) , PKU
Active in Worldly Affairs

—An approach to the wordly side of Khotanese Buddhism based on new materials
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